Krs. Charles J. Digloda
215 Mamor Road
Plrminghas, Hichigan

April 21, 1966

Dr, Martin Luther Eing, Jr.
k5L Dexter Averme
Hantgomary,; Alabamsa

My dear Dr. Eingi

In avery stap of Lhe dewelopmant af human soclaty, & pacpls,
flnding thamaslwens subjecta of eppression, struggls ta Flnd the
froados thalr souls yearn aftar. Tn thelr struggle, they sesk a
pyabol of their desires, Lo impart to them strength and courage
Far U battls to thelr goal,

My haaband amd T see you as the symbal af the Assrican Megra's
donlron. We undarstand the heartbeat of your peopls, amnd thelr ory
far fresdos) for Lhe soul must bs Fresj Lt 1s & law. We greatly
admire your oauwes, and whal you have acccmpliahed in bringlng a
higher lawel of understanding among the peaoples of thes world,

Another man, in another ara, stood as the mymbel of your ane
castors' desirea for Fresdomy John Hanry, Weathar sytholagleal or
real, he mymbalises to all pe sntire past of the Amsrican
Negros hin suffpriog, his nlﬂmuu, his strength, coure and
PO —

My husband, Charlas J, Digloda, has held the image of Jeha
Wenry in his heart sinece childhood, the wery sssemoe of the iseri=
gan Negro's Falth, hope, courage, and streagih, That ilmage formad
#o glaarly Lm his aoul, that he was Lnaplred ssveral yeira ago to
bring Joha Henry ists sxpresslon aa & plecs of wood ssulpture,
moasuring 21§ inohes high. I emclose two photographs of that
soulptare,

Thin John Hanry chamaoterisss ors's having glven everything
that e is capable of giving, through such paln and suffering,
His hoart sching; bs falls, dreimed. With effort he rises again,
Throagh the darkmsss of abject despalr, the light of hops ahlnes
to hls faltaring consolousnsss, Ha is 1ifted op, mesurrected, Hs
finds peace, and his scul is &t peat,

Since you are the latter-day symbal, we would 1ike to share
with you the inspiration that 1s im thia John Hanry,

e are :pluu'd.q & limited, nombared editlen of thla sealpture,
cast im bronze, We requast the homor and privilsge of presenting

to you the Number 1 casting, as an expression of our high regard

for yoar sarned place among the psoplea of the world, representing
the whale of the Megra's falth, hope, dcurage, and strength, as
thay go forvard to thalr msurrestion,

Raspsotfully,

uyﬂ% &. Jm’ﬂmfaf

Mrs, Charles J, Diglola




